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perfectly adequate Hayes Stroker Trails for the meredibly
sexy Samt umts. These four-pot affars really impressed
me back in the winter when [ test-rode a prototype Brook-
byn Machme Works Shorty 8. Therr modulation was very
impressive, allowmg me to slow the bike down over
some very shippery leaf-covered mud sections without
ever locking up the back wheel, and thewr outnght power
was sunply amazing. Durmg extensive testing mostly at

, Dnablo this season they performed amazingly and were

°. never found lacking. No fade 135ues, none of the squealmg
. I have heard others complain of, just reliable, powerful.

modulated bralong. I can’t see myself ever wanting to use

“*. another brake after these, they are that good. For best re-

sults, set up the Free Stroke so the lever 1s engagmg pretty
close to the bar. This seemed to get the very best perfor-
mance out of the brake.

' The Funn Full-On bars got swapped out for a pair of
Azomc World Force bars m 30™ wadth. Thus was actually
; for the peculiar 155ue we had with the Samt levers wach,
= bemg of a non spht-clamp design couldn’t be moved
= mboard far enough to accommodate one-finger brakmg
nght on the end of the lever blade. The exira mch of the
Azomcs was less about conirol and more about getiing the

g lever posifion right, but the extra width was a very wel-

come addition when it came to some of the more flat-out.
gravelly, wide-open sections, as did therr ultra-low nse
and comfortable sweep. The 25 4 mm diameter bar we
nsed was also the hghtest downlull bar I have ever used.
but strength was never a concem.

For tires, I altermated between the stock Kenda Excava-
tors and Geax DHEAs=. both m 2.5. The Excavators were
bngely confidence-mspirmg, rollmg over everythmg m

¢ thewr path and hookmg up hke no other on some of the
flat, gravelly, sweepmg turns I encountered. I would class
these as solely a hit-assisted fire as they are heavy and
have a lot of rolling resistance, but when the gomng 1s
steep, loose and fast, there are few tires out there more up
to the job. The Geax DHEAs excelled m different ways.
Not as grippy as the Excavators, they rolled like lightmng
and actually had me commg into some sections way too
bot and having to get on the brakes to avoid disaster. In

¥ tacky dirt they hooked up excellently, and also m loanry

. durt they cut through the topsol very meely. In the situa-
tions I described for the Excavators, however, they could
be a hittle scary at times after expenencing such a level
of gnp from the Kendas. For my Diablo nms I quuckly
switched back to the Kendas but for everythmg else I was
. very happy with the DHEAs handling charactenistics, hight
weight and amazing lack of rolling resistance. I actually
rode the Mongoose with the DHEAs 100 blocks through
Manhattan to get to the Highbndge downhill/'freende tranl
at the northem end of the 1zland, and I waz amazed that it
wasn't as torturous as [ had magined If 1 had attemnpted
that with the Kendas [ would have got about 5 blocks
before bustmg a lung. Thewr “TNT ™ 1dea 15 something

worth exploring later in the season to make the bike even
maore pedal-fnendly. “Tubes/No Tubes™ basically means
that they can be mun tubeless 1f you wish, or as we did with
tubes. This feature also makes them an absolute bitch to
mount o get some soap onto the bead to save yourself
some major headache The Geax has been the hike-a-bike
tire of choice this fall, possibly switching to an Excava-
tor up front to save me from myself when the going gets

hamry.

The Marzocchi suspension front and rear was a nuxed
blessing. The Roco on the back provided a very smooth
nide, albeit without a lot of admustability, and complement-
ed the pedalmg efficiency of the Boot'r frame by simply
getting on with the task of shock absorphon without amy
recourse to a pedal platform  The Boot'r 15 simply so ef-
fictent to pedal that a platform shock would have been a
waste, and agam whoever specc’ed this bike did so with
a keen eye. Its sibling, the 888, was not as classy a per-
former and never really matched the back end m terms of
performance. It was capable in that it tracked well and ate
up everythmg that was thrown at if, but it never achieved

the ground-sticking qualites of some other forks on the
market, and was prone to harsh and noisy top-outs at
timees.

Raceface cranks added some major style to the bike while
shaving a lot of weight Raceface cranks have always been
a firm favonte of mme from way back in the day, and 1t's
great to see that they have kept the trademark hnes while
making them strong enough to put up with the ngors of
moderm downhilling. They did their job, were very stuff
and looked amazing . job done.

THE RILE

So far I have been banging on about pedaling efficiency a
lot, but how did the Mongoose perform m its true environ-
ment? I would charactenize it as a lively bike that was a lot
more mimble than its weight would suggest. A single pivot
15 always going to produce a livelier nide and the Boot'r
hked to be jumped and flicked around. but 1t could also be
the “plow through™ bike when 1t needed to be, although
that 15 not 1ts tue calling. The steep-1ch head angle con-
tnbuted to the feeling of liveliness but i the wide-open
stuff I never felt held back by it On the very fast, rough,
steeps of somewhere hke Mont Samte Anne [ could see
the head angle being a disadvantage but as far as the
worst of the east coast was concemed, it never became an
155ue. The back end was very stiff and never felt sloppy,
and although [ sometimes missed the ground-lmgging ef-
fects of some other designs out there, the fim factor of the
Mongoose was hard to 1gnore, as it begged to be launched
off every litile nise in the trail When the lifts clozed for
the season leaving me to get to the top by my own power,
the bike really came mto its own. Nommally I would be
looking for areas that conld be shuttled m the car, but the



