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| Geax Develops Lightweight 29-Inch Tubulars
| OKLAHOMA CITY, OK—As more 29ers show up on cross-country podiums,
| demand is growing for faster race tires. “Riders who have already jumped to the 29-
| inch system recognize the tubular system is the way to go for racing;” said Samuele
| Bressan, Vittoria/Geax’s product manager and designer. “We see from road culture
| that it's common to have two pairs of wheelsets—clincher for training, tubular for
| racing, and theres no reason but culture inertia not to do it in mountain bikes as
| well,” he added. The jump from its already proven 26-inch mountain bike tubular
| to a 29er version does not seem like much, but Bressan said the company created
| new manufacturing equipment for 29er tubulars. The new tire uses a polycotton
| casing and traditional seamed construction with a latex tube, which still provides
| the best rolling resistance; puncture resistance and comfort of current technolo-
| gies. Bressan said prototype tires weigh about 780 grams in a real 52-millimeter
| width, like the 26-inch tubular. The 29er tubular will be priced close to the 26-inch
tubular and Geax hopes the tire is ready this spring. Edge Composites has a rim for ||
29er tubulars, and Bressan said a few other companies have rims in development
with widths between 23.5 and 25.5 millimeters.
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